Akinesia after locally applied morphine near the nucleus raphe pontis of the rat.
Morphine (10 micrograms/microliter) was injected into different sites within the pontine brainstem in different groups of rats with indwelling guide cannulae. The rats were tested for the persistence of abnormal postures as a measure for the degree of akinesia. Local morphine was most effective in inducing akinesia at a site identical or close to the nucleus raphe pontis. Midline injections were effective in contrast to bilateral injections. Fenfluramine, a serotonin releaser, strongly potentiated morphine akinesia.